
HOPING FOUNDATION KARAOKE EVENING  
 

With the help of our friends, the HOPING foundation is planning an evening 
of �Karaoke with the Stars� at Ronnie Scott�s on June 21st 2007, hosted by 
Russell Brand, in order to support our projects for Palestinian refugee 
children. Guests will be able to bid for themselves or for a friend to either 
perform a song with, or be serenaded by, one of the celebrity performers. 
Confirmed participants so far include Chrissie Hynde, Jools Holland, 
Sharleen Spiteri, Bryan Adams, Nick Cave, Lulu, Mick Jones, Shane 
MacGowan, and other surprise guests.  

Last May Hoping raised £230,000 with a dinner at Annabel�s and an auction 
of promises where people were able to bid for the unique and desirable, such 
as tea with the Archbishop of Canterbury and Rupert Everett, or a kiss from 
Kate Moss. We want you to come and give your support to make this evening 
as successful as last year�s event. The Committee formed to help organise 
the evening includes: Jemima Khan, Dan Macmillan, Bryan Adams, Tricia 
Simonon, Sam Gainsbury, Gillian McVey, Justine Picardie, Henrietta Conrad, 
Sheherazade Goldsmith, Hannah Rothschild, Fran Cutler, Laura Bailey, Rola 
Gordon, Caroline Lynch, Nancy Oakley, Kerry Shaw, and Jan Olesen. The 
HOPING Foundation was established in January 2003, its trustees are Bella 
Freud (Fashion Designer) and Karma Nabulsi (Fellow in Politics at St Edmund 
Hall, Oxford).  

Hoping stands for Hope and Optimism for Palestinians in the Next 
Generation. This next generation will be the key to peace. Palestinian refugee 
children need the simple chances and ordinary possibilities that can offer 
them creative solutions to their lives. The most important thing we can do is 
to help generate these possibilities, as well as a belief in the promise of a 
better future. We will be showing Palestinian children that their struggle to 
transform their lives is encouraged and supported by people in Britain and 
throughout the rest of the world. Our aim is to encourage and improve all 
aspects of the children�s lives through art, music, social and sporting 
activities; and to help with their education and health.  

These past weeks we have been providing emergency relief for Palestinian 
children and their families who have had to flee Nahr al-Bared camp in 
Lebanon during the recent fighting there. Over the past year we have been 
supporting the Youth Activity Centres in many of the refugee camps 
throughout the West Bank and Gaza, giving grants for sports, centre 
renovation, and children�s school supplies. Other grants have included a 
summer art camp for Palestinian refugee children in Syria; training 
workshops for nursery supervisors in the refugee camps in Lebanon; 
continuing support for Shams Bladna, a children�s magazine written largely 
by the children tesmselves and distributed throughout the refugee camps of 
Lebanon; and in September 2006 sending emergency aid (including food, 
tents, and school supplies) to Palestinian children and their families 
stranded on the Syrian-Iraqi borders.  

With the funds from last year�s benefit auction at Annabel�s, and the three 
Massive Attack Benefit Concerts for the children of Palestine this February, 
we will be providing 15 HOPING university scholarships for young 
Palestinians in Lebanon.  

 
For further information please contact ivana giachino, 020 7434 7024, ivana@purplepr.com  


